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                                 KPA MEMBERSHIP DUES NOW TAX DEDUCTIBLE


The Kennett Pike Association has now achieved the qualifications to become a charitable organization where membership dues and donations are fully tax deductible. This is great news for our many members and supporters who can now deduct their dues and donations on their income tax returns. John Danzeisen, President of KPA said of this change, “The Kennett Pike Association has been working hard for 53 years protecting and enhancing the beauty of the Kennett Pike and Route 100 corridors, which are now designated the Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway, one of only 126 places in America to achieve such a distinction. This change to a tax deductible status for KPA will most certainly help to sustain and enhance our efforts on behalf of the community to preserve the culture, heritage and beauty of the Brandywine Valley.”  Until now, KPA has operated 2 entities ---- the Kennett Pike Association, and Evergreen Plan Inc. Donations to Evergreen have been tax deductible, but dues to KPA were not. With the new tax exempt status of KPA, Evergreen Plan Inc. has been closed. All future membership dues and donations should be sent to KPA and all will be tax deductible.


Coincident with the new tax deductible status, KPA has also announced a modest dues increase. “Much of the work done by KPA is volunteer based. However, the beautiful landscaping we plant and maintain, as well as our other costs like office rent, printing costs, and postage all increase from time to time. We have kept our expenses to an absolute minimum, but to continue to provide the services the community values and enjoys, we must raise our dues by a modest amount.” says Danzeisen. Family membership annual 


    





dues are increasing from $50 to $60, Civic Association dues are increasing from $125 to $150, and Corporate Sponsorships are increasing from $250 to $300. With the new tax deductible status, much of the increase will be offset by the new tax deductible benefit to the members. President Danzeisen commented further, “We have been running a slight deficit for the last 2 years and we need to get ourselves on firmer footing to ensure we can continue our work well into the future. We are grateful to all of our members and sponsors for their strong support over many years.”  





We want to support the KPA in its work, and become a member, with a tax deductible payment.


Name ………………………………………………………………………………….


Street ………………………………………………………………………………….


City and State ……………………………………….. Zip Code ………………….


Amount Enclosed  ….$60 Family   ….$150 Civic or Neighborhood Association


            Send To:      The Kennett Pike Association


                                 P. O. Box 3592


                                 Greenville, DE  19807





         STOLTZ DOWNSIZES PLANS for GREENVILLE CENTER and BARLEY MILL PLAZA


On September 22, 2010 Stoltz Real Estate Partners announced plans to downsize development plans for Greenville Center and Barley Mill Plaza. The announcement came 2 years after the community organized to oppose the original plans. “We hope these significantly revised plans will address many of the questions and concerns that have been raised by the community,” said Brad Coburn, Chief Operating Officer for Stoltz Real Estate Partners. At the time of this writing, the new plans had not been submitted. According to Stoltz, the original plans that are currently pending approval by the County will be held in abeyance while the new plans are approved, leaving open the prospect that the original plans could still be reactivated if the revised plans are not approved.


Citizens For Responsible Growth in New Castle County (CRG), a community coalition of civic and neighborhood groups and taxpayers throughout the county, including the Kennett Pike Association, has been meeting with county and state legislators and officials for the last 2 years to oppose the original plans. Their reaction to the Stoltz announcement of downsized plans was to say, “We welcome the new plans, and believe they go some way to respond to many of the concerns expressed by the community. There are many questions still to be answered, details to be clarified, and issues to be addressed. We look forward to making a constructive and positive contribution to the finalization of the plans that the community and CRG can support.” Until revised plans are filed with the county, it is difficult to address all the details and possible concerns. Members of CRG did meet with representatives of Stoltz and the county in early October accompanied by Senator Mike Katz who was instrumental in getting such a meeting to occur. More discussions are planned. 
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The downsized plans for Greenville Center eliminate the tall residential tower that galvanized the community opposition, replacing it with a 2-story retail and office building. At Barley Mill Plaza, the plans reduce the total proposed development from 2.85 million square feet to 1.65 million square feet and reduce the proposed building heights from as much as 10-stories to a maximum of 4-stories. Most of the reduced floor space is the result of eliminating the residential developments, but the office and commercial/retail space has also been reduced. Barley Mill Plaza is presently 1.04 million square feet of office space. The Corporate Center at 20 Montchanin Road now calls for a 1-story commercial/office building of 6,000 square feet 110 feet back from the road, down from 36,500 square feet in a 3-story office building 40 feet back from the road proposed earlier.  








                       DID YOU KNOW? DELAWARE MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY


John duPont was fascinated with nature and built a personal collection of sea shells, birds and bird eggs starting when he was just a child. He wrote several books on birds and turned his attention to developing a natural history museum in Delaware. Henry Francis du Pont provided land across from his Winterthur estate for this purpose. The rest is history, as they say.


Planning for the museum began in 1957 and in 1972 the Delaware Museum of Natural History (DMNH) opened its doors. The opening was attended by several hundred du Pont family members and representatives from other natural history museums throughout the northeast. The museum began with a collection of 1 million sea shells and 100,000 bird eggs. In early ecological studies, these collections were used by scientists in studies to measure pesticide contamination of wild species.


In the 38 years since it opened, the museum has expanded significantly and today is known for its world-class scientific collections of mammals, mollusks and birds, including the second largest collection of bird eggs in North America, all maintained by museum researchers. Scientists from around the world visit the museum to study specimens in their research. DMNH is on a mission to excite and inform people about the natural world through exploration and discovery. They want all parents and teachers in the region to consider DMNH an essential element in every child’s development. In doing so, they are helping to develop a caring society that respects and values our planet. 


We are fortunate that DMNH brings important educational exhibitions and programs to our communities, and they welcome some 70,000 visitors each year to experience first-hand the wonders of the natural world. Halsey Spruance, the Executive Director of DMNH, told KPA, “At the Museum, our visitors can learn so much about the importance of biodiversity to our environment. Likewise, the diversity of cultural offerings in the Brandywine Valley plays an important role in the health of our community. Not only is the Kennett Pike a beautiful road to drive on, but it is teeming with history and is host to an unbelievable 
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group of museums and gardens. We’ve been blessed by many long-since-gone individuals who gave us these treasures. Now it’s our duty to protect and promote them for the nourishment of present and future generations.”


We are all fortunate to have such a fine institution in our community, and we thank the Museum, Halsey Spruance, and his team for all that they do to inspire us and our children.








           COMMUNITY UNHAPPY with PLANS to WIDEN KENNETT PIKE at ROUTE 82


      NOTE: Public Meeting With DelDOT at Hagley Soda House October 25 at 6:30 pm


The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) plans to spend up to $2 million to widen the intersection at Kennett Pike and Route 82 (Kirk and Campbell Roads) as part of their Highway Safety Improvement Program, and the community is unhappy with the scope and impact of the plans along Delaware’s first National Scenic Byway.


There have been more accidents at this intersection than would normally be expected, and in May of 2008 2 sisters tragically were killed by a speeding driver who did not stop for the red light. The plans to widen the intersection do not include lowering the 50-mph speed limit to 35-mph, which is the speed limit just a few hundred feet closer to the center of Greenville. The speed limit was cited in the fatal accident investigation. Says Rob Moore, who lives on one of the intersection corners, “They’re doing this under the guise of safety, but……once they make the improvements, the traffic will go through faster.” Residents believe the expansion will pave the way for wider roads and more land development. DelDOT says that lowering the speed limit will not change the behavior of drivers. “DelDOT does not write tickets for speed limits,” says spokesman Mike Williams.


DelDOT plans are still not final but currently call for separate left, right, and through lanes in each direction. They also include 4-foot wide bike lanes situated between the right- and through-lanes in each direction. Many in the community feel that bicyclists and hikers will be in danger positioned between 2 traffic lanes with cars and trucks traveling up to, and sometimes over 50-mph just a few feet from them. In addition to the safety concerns, residents are also unhappy about the loss of old trees, new lighting they feel is unnecessary, and the taking of private land. Rolf Dessauer, another local resident, is not satisfied with DelDOT’s response about why they will not lower the speed limit. “We got a variety of answers like, “Well, people drive that fast anyway.” They come up with cockamamie arguments.”
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Senator Mike Katz, Representative Deborah Hudson and Representative Gerald Brady have sent a letter to DelDOT Secretary Carolann Wicks calling for a public meeting, scheduled for October 25 just before the Annual KPA meeting, followed by workgroup meetings consisting of community leaders and DelDOT representatives to study intersection designs options. A coalition of organizations including Delaware Greenways, Kennett Pike Association, Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway, and Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway Alliance have also called on Secretary Wicks to meet with their organizations and to consider lowering the speed limit to 35 mph starting at the Methodist Country House and Wilmington Country Club. The coalition stated that the rich history and character of the Kennett Pike corridor must be preserved to the maximum extent possible, and that appropriate safety improvements could be made with context sensitive designs and landscaping. 








                                CENTREVILLE STREETSCAPE PROJECT PROGRESSING


Anyone who has embarked on a major home renovation project can relate to the activities in Centreville.  The 299 day project officially began December 7, 2009 and was almost immediately brought to a halt when an unidentified black metal pipe with welded seams was uncovered at Snuff Mill Road.  It took nearly a month of sleuthing and researching the records before AT&T was identified as the owner --- the pipe was to have been filled with a fiber-optic line into Wilmington.  The origin, reason for it being there, and date of  its installation still remain a mystery.  There is no need to recount the winter weather that followed on the heels of the mystery pipe.  


Fast forward to mid-October, 2010, the contract has been extended to 441 days with April 2011 as the date set for completion.  The road will be resurfaced, new striping for crosswalks, parking lines and bicycle lanes painted, and landscaping will be installed.    As of now the construction work is 70% complete.  Curbing, bump-outs and sidewalks on the west side of Kennett Pike are completed.  Construction work on the east side of Kennett Pike will be completed this year – provided the weather cooperates.  Some landscaping and sod installation will be done before freezing temperatures set in.   Landscaping maintenance will be the responsibility of DelDot for a period of one year, then it will be up to the property owners to maintain. Sidewalks in the village have two completely different surfaces, chosen to keep at least a hint of the original walkways that were here when Centreville was first established.  Merchant's walkways were brick but the residential areas had either plain dirt or at best, gravel.  Today the merchants still have brick walkways and the dirt paths are now washed aggregate concrete with a brick edge.


 Comments from the villagers heard to date are positive but everyone really wants the job to be completed soon. To be able to walk the full length of the village without competing with cars for space is much appreciated and really enjoyed by an ever increasing number of walkers and joggers.  The merchants have been severely affected by the inconveniences from construction but are determined to stay in the village. We applaud and sincerely thank everyone who has endured the project, including Gretchen Mercer, President of the Centreville Civic Association


									 





                                                         LANDSCAPE REPORT


For over a decade the Kennett Pike Association has been maintaining the medians in Greenville. Our goal has been to use salt and drought tolerant, low maintenance, mostly native plants to beautify the area and promote traffic calming. Little did we realize that some of our well intentioned efforts were causing safety issues for a few of our Kennett Pike neighbors.


Several years ago we learned that the shrub, Ilex glabra (Inkberry)   in the Wine and Spirits median was too tall; thus causing sight restrictions for several neighbors exiting their common driveway. We replaced the Inkberry with a shorter cultivar, ”Shamrock”.


However, this past year shrubs and perennials in that same median had grown to such an extent that these same Kennett Pike residents had great difficulty entering and exiting their driveway-causing real safety concerns.


Two of the families, the William Laffertys and Bijan Sorouris, contacted the KPA. We agreed that there was a serious sight restriction.


The KPA’s great good fortune was that Melissa Lafferty, a trained professional horticulturist, worked with us and gave us excellent, even lower maintenance plant alternatives. Lenny Wilson, Assistant Director of Horticulture and Facilities at the Delaware Center for Horticulture, our constant advisor, also made suggestions.


This fall, the offending plant material will be replaced with a shorter  Amsonia, ‘Blue Ice,’ which  spreads fairly quickly unlike the taller cultivar, and the empty spaces will be filled in with Liriope spicata which also proliferates well. We feel the area actually looks more attractive in its simplicity. Not to be wasteful, we are moving the larger Amsonia hubrechti to fill in one of the traffic triangles near St Joseph on the Brandywine. Our Landscape Committee does operate on a shoestring.


 We want to thank the Laffertys and Sorouris on several counts. First of all, they approached the Kennett Pike Association with great courtesy and patience. Melissa Lafferty met with us several times and was an enormous help. Finally, both couples made generous donations to defray the costs of removal and replanting.


It was a “win-win” situation for all concerned, and a wonderful example of Good Neighbors.


                     					                			





                              KPA SPONSORS CONQUER THE HILLS BIKE EVENT


 The Kennett Pike Assoc was a lead sponsor of this year’s Conquer the Hills bike ride for the benefit of the Mike Clark Legacy Foundation. The ride took place on Saturday, August 14 in perfect biking weather. Nearly 350 riders started at AI duPont High School in Greenville and chose from a variety of routes including a challenging 75 mile hilly course and a short recreational ride. The routes followed rural roads in the Brandywine and Red Clay valleys in DE and PA. The KPA has been committed to the preservation of the values and beauty indigenous to this area. We monitor zoning changes, proposed road projects, variance requests and legislation affecting the area. We were an active participant in the enactment of the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway and are a proponent in keeping our roads safe and accessible to cyclist and pedestrians. Nearly $15,000 was raised from sponsors and riders for the Mike Clark Legacy Foundation which benefits youth programs in New Castle County. Next year’s Conquer the Hills ride will take place August 13, 2011. Be sure to save the date for a fun and worthy event. eeeveventevent!                                                                                    


 








                                          KPA THANKS 2 LONG TERM SUPPORTERS


             ARCHMERE CLASSMATES SHARE COMMITMENT TO KPA MISSION


When Delaware’s road reconstruction project for Greenville neared completion in the late 1990’s, KPA saw an opportunity to work with DELDOT to improve the landscaping of the new medians and bump outs. A committee of interested and knowledgeable citizens was brought together under the KPA umbrella; a plan was developed, and agreement was reached with the state as to what could be done and what responsibilities the Landscape Committee would absorb. 


First on the list were the areas just north and south of the interchanges of routes 141 and 52. The state was planting some trees but had no plans for these medians so they were a logical place for the committee to start. Being a new venture, money was needed to purchase trees and eventually for other plant materials and of course maintenance. Two companies responded with enthusiasm and grace to requests for help – they had the vision to see the long term benefits to everyone who lived, worked or simply traveled “the Pike”. 


Tom Gehrt of Morgan Stanley, Greenville, and Tom Shopa of Mcbride, Shopa & Co. became the first sponsors of the landscape program. These Archmere classmates began their tradition of support for the project at the same time. Their leadership and continued backing set an example followed annually, and to this day, by a growing number of businesses and corporations. 


During the years since those initial sponsorships, gifts have provided the means for the planting and maintenance of the bump outs and medians that define the Kennett Pike and route 141 in Greenville.  According to DELDOT, the project has become a model of how a positive relationship between a civic group and government should look. 


                        THANK YOU  Morgan Stanley – Greenville and Mcbride, Shopa & Co.


KPA Salutes you!








				    ROUTE 52 RELOCATION


In August the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) announced plans to relocate Route 52 between Route 926 and Route 1 in Kennett, East Marlborough, and Pennsbury townships. Work has already started on the $15.4 million project about a quarter of a mile to the east of Longwood Garden. The work should be completed in 18 months to two years. During that time, motorists will notice few changes. That's because work will start first on carving out a new road in the heavily wooded area just east of the current Route 52. Only during the final stages will motorists be inconvenienced. The new road, about a mile in length, will connect Route 1 in Kennett Township with Route 926 in Pennsbury Township. PennDOT will build a bridge over a stream that connects with Pocopson creek. A state-of-the-art LED traffic light will be placed at the new intersection and the one at the current intersection will be removed. There will be a turning lane on Route 1 to 52 North extending back to the Route 52 South intersection, to alleviate the backlog of rush hour traffic. The present Route 52 N (between Route 1 and Webb Barn Lane) will become a service access road for Longwood Gardens. The rest of Route 52 that extends from Webb Barn Lane to Route 926 will be eliminated and replaced with trees. Next spring, the intersection of Route 52 and Route 926 will be closed and detoured for six weeks. Paul Redman, Executive Director of Longwood Gardens, said Longwood swapped land with PennDOT, and Longwood funded the preliminary design work. A PennDOT spokesman said when completed the project will not only make the road safer, but it will improve traffic flow. The Hammorton United Methodist Church at Route 52 and Route 1 will be physically relocated. Plans also call for the extension of a bicycle path that runs from Delaware all the way to Route 1, although Pennsbury Township must still decide about a bike path through that township.











