DelDOT Design for the Intersection of Routes 82 and 52

A public meeting was held at 6:30 pm at the Hagley Soda House to discuss with DelDOT its plans for the intersection at Kennett Pike and Owl’s Nest/Kirk Roads.  Mr. Danzeisen, president of the Kennett Pike Association, Inc., introduced the following elected officials who have been very helpful in communicating the community’s concerns to DelDOT:  Senator Michael Katz, Representative Deborah Hudson, Representative Gerald Brady, and Councilman Bob Weiner.

Each spoke for three minutes about standards for national scenic byways, the effectiveness (or not) of speed limits, success with anti-graffiti efforts, context sensitive design, and their willingness to work with the community.

Mark Chura, executive director of Delaware Greenways, thanked DelDOT for coming and for working with the community:  KPA, Red Clay Scenic Byway, and Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway.  He said it is fortuitous that two scenic byways overlap at this intersection, making it more important than ever to reach a solution sensitive to the historic nature of the area.  We must get the design right – it will set a precedent for historic national scenic byways in the State.

The bottom line is that people are driving too fast through the intersection; we need a design that looks like a slower road, not more asphalt and more lanes that only encourage speeding.

He said a meeting with Secretary Wicks last week was productive.  He learned that between 2004 and 2008 there were73 accidents, 40 were very severe.  It is reasonable to conclude that the crest of the hill to the north of the intersection impedes the view of the intersection, and an increased level of warning is needed.  We are looking for DelDOT to make context sensitive design changes in keeping with National Scenic Byway criteria.

He recommends adding a left turn lane in both directions and eliminating the right-turn lanes so that bike lanes remain on the side of the road.  Lighting should be evaluated in terms of the scenic byway.  He agreed with Representative Brady that options should be phased in to evaluate what works.

DelDOT Plan:
There is a higher than acceptable incidence of accidents at this intersection.  The project is being  funded with federal money, but not stimulus money, contrary to rumor.
The DelDOT Presentation can be viewed on the website http//www.deldot.gov/information/projects/rt52_rt82 

Bud Friel thanked the community and KPA, and introduced the design team: Drew Boise, Mark Tudor, and Susan Maldonando.  The Department is committed to safety and to continued dialogue with the community about the historic nature of the area.  

Mr. Tudor told of a long history of discussions and workshops with the community.  He said DelDOT has considered two designs, both having 11’ left turn lanes, 10’ right turn lanes, but one without bike lanes.  In the end they determined that bike lanes were safer so drivers would know where the bikes were on the road.  10’ shoulders will have 5’ of paving and 5’ of turf and grass that is very solid but looks like grass.  They are considering brick low raise medians north and south of the intersection and at the Campbell Road intersection.  Signals and lighting will be like that in Greenville.  Trees will be replaced at a 2:1 ratio, with the advice of DCH.  Signage will be enhanced.

Mr. Tudor emphasized that DelDOT supports the goals of the scenic byway committees and wants to utilize design features to slow traffic.  They are willing to re-visit the concept of lighting, though 22% of the accidents occurred at night and might have been prevented.  He did not mention speed limits, though previously DelDOT has said they do not work because they cannot be enforced.

Area Residents:

Jay Downing, adjacent property owner, spoke on behalf of the residents bordering the intersection.  He said the essence of the DelDOT proposal is to increase the paved area by 11’.  Lighting is not context sensitive for the Kennett Pike.

He recommends extending the 35 mph speed limit to the traffic signal at Wilmington Country Club and Methodist Country House, with no widening of the intersection.  He said that fatalities had nothing to do with turning lanes, they were caused by excessive speed only.  Widening and lighting the road only make motorists drive faster.  The residents want a cuing lane for left turns only and no bike lanes in the intersection; no lighting.

Drivers approximately 900’ to the north and to the south of the intersection cannot see it – traffic calming is the only solution.

Questions and Comments from the public:

Bill Bizjak said he is on the board of the Red Clay Scenic Byway committee.  They worked hard with DelDOT to develop a memorandum of understanding with DelDOT that they would be given a heads-up on any changes to any of the 28 roads between Lancaster Pike and Kennett Pike, and Route 141 to the PA State line.  This memorandum has been ignored.

Why does DelDOT object to having left turn lanes only, with a single lane for through and right turn traffic, and bike lanes on the outside?  Mr. Tudor said the concern is safety, with too great a speed differential occuring in one lane.  He also said that in a Court challenge the State would be accused of making an arbitrary decision.
“Bicyclists know we won’t have a 10’ shoulder at the intersection, but don’t like this solution of a 4’ lane between cars going 50 mph and cars in a right turn lane.”

Other communities have lights timed so that a volume of traffic can move steadily at one speed like 35 mph.  A member said that DelDOT was asked to do this nine years ago and still has not tried it.

The elevations north and south of the intersection should be lowered so the intersection is visible.

Why not utilize a flashing light announcing the signal ahead is red?

Mr. Danzeisen thanked DelDOT for coming and presenting its design changes, and encouraged communication with Mark Chura and KPA.
