Meeting with Councilman Weiner

St Josephs on the Brandywine

June 25, 2008, 6:00 p.m.

Dear friends and community leaders,
 
Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedules to come to our Greenville community meeting last evening. We had almost 200 attendees. I appreciated the opportunity to apprise you of the details about the Stoltz organization’s 3 Greenville area projects and the applicable legal standards which the County Land Use Department will apply in evaluating and modifying these proposals. Please continue to monitor www.bobweiner.com, www.kennettpike.org and www.nccde.org for additional details and to reference the relevant documents and code sections. I hope to see as many of you as possible at next week’s Tuesday July 1 public meeting at 7 PM. Whether you are speaking or just present in support, you WILL be making a difference. The meeting location is the James Gilliam Building, New Castle Corporate Commons. Please call my aide Lou Hinkle for directions or other questions. [395-8362] 
 
I have attached informal meeting minutes from the other meeting where Stoltz was in attendance.   
 
Let me share with you a few observations after reviewing Stoltz organization’s comments at the other meeting. It is my observation that there is no such thing as an “upscale movie theatre”. Ask my constituents in Brandywine Hunt next to Brandywine Town Center. They regularly have a flow of teenagers exiting from the movies late at night who trespass on their property: urinating, doing drugs and more. The height of the buildings will detrimentally impact residents in Westhaven and Westover Hills. The height of the buildings will loom over any berm, buffer or fence. The noise will be very perceptible. There will be a sense of violation of privacy as experienced by the residents who live in the shadow of the Rollins Tower on Concord Pike. 
 
The Tansey/Stoltz meeting minutes note that the Stoltz organization controlled the meeting agenda leaving little opportunity for in depth discussion of community concerns such as scaling back the project and little time to analyze the applicable legal standards. It is my opinion that the Stoltz organization did not want to be present at a community meeting where they would not be in control, as they knew would happen if they had accepted my invitation. 
 

In retrospect, it worked out well that most community leaders attended our meeting to engage in a meaningful dialogue while at the same time, I am able to share the Tansey/Stoltz meeting minutes with you. (Councilman Tansey’s remarks about his meeting being scheduled for a long time are simply not true.)

 

Petitions and letter writing are, legally speaking, a waste of time. Our mission [as I stated last night] is (1) testify at the July 1 hearing or just come to support the speakers; and (2)  communicate with all area state elected legislators to request that they urge DELDOT to adopt the more rigorous standard of Level of Service D; instead of Level of Service E.  
 
Best wishes to all. 
 
Bob Weiner, your County Councilman
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